





V. Satellite Playback 
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The Auto-Mate 2000 (Ver. 4), does not support playback in the Windows format, though all templates can be developed and maintained in the Windows environment.  The DOS playback screen is also easily accessible through the Windows interface and acts similar to the Windows environment.  Of course, you must purchase the DOS playback modules to take advantage of Satellite Playback.





Each menu option from Satellite Playback will be explored.  If the option is not available in Windows, this means it must still be accessed from the DOS menu.  





Edit Template   


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Edit Templates








What is a Template?





In Satellite Control Mode, you need to have planned out what you are going to be playing throughout the broadcast day and at what times.  Your satellite network will follow some sort of schedule for taking breaks.  It may not adhere with a schedule to the exact minute, but it will take breaks on what is more-or-less a regular schedule.  You need to know what this schedule is, and make an image of it in your template.  





For example, if your network takes four breaks each hour, roughly at ten, twenty-five, forty, and fifty past the hour, the Simple-Sat needs to know this.  You need to record this information in a template so that when the computer encounters each break, it will advance properly to the next break.  One inaccuracy in entering the proper number of breaks will put your break playback out of sequence until someone manually resets to the proper break.





NOTE:  If the template is being set-up for Simple-Sat satellite playback, you must make a time entry for every break the satellite network will be taking, whether or not you plan to place commercials in that break.  This is how the computer keeps all breaks playing on schedule.  For setting up Satellite Templates for use with Random Playback, only breaks that actually contain material should be added.





Building a list of break times and spot entries is easy to accomplish, but must be set-up using several steps.   For existing users of Auto-Mate Simple-Sat, the process will be familiar as breaks are scheduled exactly as older DOS versions.





Selecting A Template:





The following sections will deal with creating and maintaining your template files.





Upon entry to the Edit Template Menu, you will be given several options.  We will examine these options individually.





There are two kinds of templates to edit, DAILY and CUSTOM.  We will cover DAILY templates first.





Work With Daily Template: 


Daily templates are designed for programming up to an entire weeks worth of breaks with the satellite network or for Random Playback Mode.  The primary use of daily templates is in the fact that when one day is through, the next daily template in sequence is loaded.  Conceivably, you could program the full seven days and walk-away for an entire week.





When selecting Edit Template from this menu, you choose a Custom or Daily template to work with (MON-SUN).  Any existing data will be loaded with the template you choose.  If you decide not to load a template, you can press Quit.  Press Done, or double-click the desired template to load.





In the event that the template is empty, you will be given a message noting this before being allowed into the template programmer.  Simply ignore this, as it is a message to let you know that you are about to create a new template.  When you do not see this message, it means that the template you have chosen to work with already exists.


		


Create/Work With Custom Template:


You cannot work with a custom template until you have created one.  To create a custom template, choose New Template from within the Select Template window.  Do not enter any file extension, as this will be done automatically.  If DOS Pick-List playback is desired, the filename must not exceed eight digits.





If a template already exists, just highlight the desired Custom Template and press Done, or double-click the entry.





Note: There is no maximum of custom templates may be stored in your system at any one time.  
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After entering a file name and pressing Enter, you will see a message box that notes the template does not exist.  This message simply reminds that you are about to create a new template, for which there will be no entries present.  Press OK and you will be able to begin building a new template.








New Template Message


Note: It is recommended that the template being edited be saved periodically in case of power outage or other difficulty.  Press SAVE and continue working.


	


Building the Template:





NOTE:  You are limited to 2000 total entries per template.  These 2000 entries include both local breaks and spots.  If you ever reach the limit, you will be told that the maximum number of entries has been reached.





The template programmer is the nuts-and-bolts of the Simple-Sat/Random Playback Stop-Set system.  Notice that you have numerous options.  Most options are similar to those in the on-air assist pick-list playback modes.  The major difference from other playback set-up screens is in the Local Break button.  This is where you must have a copy of your network "clock" or local break schedule, and enter ALL breaks that your network will be taking throughout the duration you will be on-line each day.  For satellite applications, you must enter these breaks even if you do not plan on taking a break at that time as it is required for keeping on-track with the satellite breaks sent by the network.  For Random Playback operations, only breaks that have material should be programmed.





NOTE:  Some satellite network configurations provide multiple tones for breaks at different times during the hour.  Only enter a local break in the template programmer for each actual time that your computer will be getting a relay closure.  For example, if your network offers tone A for one local break and tone B for another local break during the hour, but you have only wired tone A to The Auto-Mate, do not enter any tone B break times as local breaks in your template.





In Satellite Network interface applications, The Auto-Mate plays breaks sequentially as they are encountered in Satellite Playback Mode.  Consider the following example of the first three entries of a particular template:





					  1.  12:05 A****LOCAL BREAK***


					 2.  09:30 P****LOCAL BREAK***


					 3.  12:25 A****LOCAL BREAK***





In this sequence, the 12:05 AM break will play first, followed by the 09:30 PM break.  The 09:30 PM break will be played before the 12:25 AM break - even though 9:30 PM obviously comes after 12:25 AM.  Thus, you should enter all of your break times in the proper sequence. 





Is it really that important to enter the proper break times?  Yes.  There are times when the Simple-Sat will figure out what the next upcoming will be (such as when you first enter the Satellite Playback Mode or if Automatic Break Correction is turned ON).  This calculation will be based on the times you have entered for the local breaks and the current DOS clock time.  Thus, if you had entered an inaccurate break sequence as shown above, and the current time was 9:25 PM, the computer will consider entry #2 - the 9:30P break - as the currently upcoming break.  Obviously, you wouldn't want the computer to select only the second template entry of the day at 9:30 PM.








If your template is intended for use with the Random Playback Mode, the break order is not relevant.  The Auto-Mate simply looks for a match to the actual time of day.  That is to say; if it is 09:30 PM, the 09:30 PM break will be selected for playback.








Building Commercial Breaks:
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There are some breaks during the day you will want to cover with scheduled commercial material.  In these cases, you simply enter the time of the local break in the proper time sequence by clicking Local Break.  Select the time for the local break by scrolling up and down the hour/minute scroll lists and then clicking the hour and then minute, and then AM or PM.   When the break time is acceptable, click Accept. Then, you add spots to that break either by moving through the pick-list and hitting enter, or entering Spot I.D.'s manually by pressing Manual Entry.  (You may also enter music or liner material using the manual mode.  Simply enter the Script I.D. you desire.)  If the script I.D. you have entered is valid, the entry will pop into the current box.    





A typical break sequence may look like this:





					124 10:30 ^***LOCAL BREAK***


					125 S0001 Big Burger           60.1


					126 S0022 Zap Cola             29.9


					127 10:50 ^***LOCAL BREAK***								128 11:05 ^***LOCAL BREAK***	


					129 S0201 Auto World           60.0


					130 LPRO1 Football Promo       15.0


									


You will see the length of the current break grow as you add material.  When the length equals that of the opening provided by the satellite network, you have a complete break.  You are then ready to add your next local break.  





Add as many local breaks as needed for the day.  Make sure that all breaks have the desired material, and that the proper break time has been chosen. For Random Playback, the order of the breaks is not significant, but if the template will also be used with Simple-Sat playback, all breaks must be placed in sequential order.  For ease of finding the desired breaks, it is recommended that all breaks be built in sequential time order regardless of whether this template is for Random or Satellite playback. 





As the relays click off breaks through the day in Simple-Sat playback, any ***LOCAL BREAK*** that is followed in the template line-up by another ***LOCAL BREAK*** is an empty break.  In these cases, the satellite program will not be interrupted.  In cases where the local break entry is followed by spot material, the spot material will begin playing when the relay closure for that local break is encountered.





Certainly, you can see the importance of entering all breaks that will be taking place during the day.  If you don't, spot material will play at times you do not want it to.





NOTE:  Some users may wish to enter all of the times for a days local breaks and then add the commercial content later with the Insert function.  This requires more work due to the fact you must specify the entry point with each commercial you insert.  However, some may find it less confusing to deal with one aspect of the operation at-a-time.





Now that you see how to program a template, we will briefly look at the options available in the Template Programmer:





Enter -or- Double Click:  Selects the current highlighted file in the bottom pick-list box, and places it in the lineup in the top box.





Save:  Save the template to the hard drive.  It is recommended that work be saved periodically.  Entries can 


continue to be made even after saving.





Insert:  Insert an item into the list at the location specified in the template entries box.  A Local Break entry or program material can be inserted wherever desired.  First click Insert, then double click the point at which the insert is desired.  All material at that point and below will move down by one and leave an opening to be inserted.





Cut: Cuts an existing entry in the template entries box when the selected item is double-clicked.  





Time:  Placed in the rotation file, this will cause the current time of day to be played when the file is encountered.  The time will play based on the system time in your PC.  The current time file must also be present in the AMTIME directory, as recorded through the Auto-Time option.  Refer to the Auto-Time section of the recording portion of this manual for details regarding the recording of time files.  Auto-Mate Simple-Sat Version 3.5 for DOS will have the ability to play the time of day.





Manual Entry:  Lets the user key-in any valid I.D..  If the file exists, it will become the next entry.





Clear File:  Clears all entries currently in the list.  Any previously saved file to will still be on the hard drive until the Save button is pressed.  If the file is cleared, and then the set up screen is exited without saving, the formerly saved file will re-appear upon next entry, and continue to rotate in the Random Playback Mode.


�





Range Total:  This will display the seconds, minutes and hours of a range that is specified. 


Calculating a Range of a Template











Quit: Ends the session.  If there have been changes to the file and it has not been saved, you will be asked if you wish to save the file before quitting.





Spot | Music | Liners:  Music and liners can be entered as well as spots by clicking the desired type in the center of the screen.
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Other Satellite Options:


There are other options within the Satellite Work with Templates menu.  We will examine these options individually.





Note:  Any options that are not available in the Work with Templates menu are still only available from Auto-Mate DOS version.  DOS options are available by selecting: Satellite Playback > Satellite Control Options (DOS)





[If you have not purchased the Simple-Sat Modules, the DOS options will be unavailable.








Print Template Contents: 


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Print Template Contents





To get a better idea of what your template contains, or to archive the material, you may wish to print it.  You may print the entire list, or just a portion of it by entering a range.  Your print-out will contain the following information:
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1. Template Name


	2. Date Printed


	3. File (Script I.D.)


	4. Account


	5. Title


	6. Length





Print Template Selection Window


If you would like to print the contents of a template, select the desired template, either daily or custom, and then select whether to print the entire template (print ALL) or print range.  If print range is selected, the template may be scrolled through to find the first and last events in the range.  Once the appropriate range is known, enter the starting number in 'lowest' and the last entry to print in 'highest'.  





The list of material will print on whatever printer is set to the default.  To change the default printer, press [Start]> Settings > Printers.





Backup/Restore Templates:





Backup Template:


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Backup Template (Export)





The export utility allows templates to be saved on any other available drive and/or directory.  This is often done for backup or archival purposes.  Follow these instructions in order to backup a template to another location.





1.  Select template to be backed up (exported) from 'Custom Templates' or ‘Daily Templates' list on the left by double-clicking the highlighted item, or pressing Enter over the item.





2.  Select the destination drive and directory to export to.  Existing templates and other files in the directory can be reviewed via the 'Files in Destination' window.  





3.  Once the destination drive and path have been selected, press ‘Export Now‘ to save the template on the selected drive/directory.  If the file already exists a prompt will ALERT you that you are about to overwrite an existing template.  Press OK  to overwrite the existing template, or Cancel.





Import Template:


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Restore Template (Import)





This utility allows the importing of an existing template to the AMTEMPLT directory where the template can then be used in the Pick-List Playback Modes.





Follow these instructions to restore a template to your system from another location.





1.  Select the drive and path in which the file to import exists.  When a drive and/or directory is selected, any Pick- List templates that exist in the specified location will appear in the 'Pick List Files in Source' list box.





2.  Select the desired file to import from the 'Pick-List Files in Source' list.  When the desired file is highlighted, double-click or press Import Now.  Note that all existing files in the C:\AMTEMPLT directory can be reviewed in the 'Pick-List Templates in Use' list.  If the file targeted for import already exists in the target directory C:\AMTEMPLT, a prompt will appear asking if you wish to overwrite the existing file. 





WARNING!: Generally, it is not advisable to store templates for a long period of time to be re-used.  Eventually, the template will probably contain a great number of entries for which the audio file has since been erased.  It is not a good idea to run a template that contains "empty files."  If you do re-load an old template, make sure you edit out any entries that are no longer on the hard drive.  In the template programmer, these will be apparent in that the script I.D. will appear but there will be no other information about the recording on the screen, such as account name and length. 





Note: If you are interested in having your music scheduling program interface with The Auto-Mate satellite templates, feel free to place the maker of your traffic software in touch with us.  We will provide the protocol for our templates that your traffic provider may be able to use to write an interface to our software.    





Copying Template Data:


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Copy Template Data
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This utility can be very useful if the satellite breaks will be the same for each day.  If so, this feature allows the data from one day to be copied to another day.  Thus, you will not have to re-enter all of the satellite breaks for Tuesday through Sunday if you had already entered them for Monday.  Instead, you can copy the data from Monday to Tuesday, then Wednesday, and so on.





WARNING!:   DO NOT copy template data if the template you are copying data TO contains data you do not want erased.  All data that exists in that template to be copied TO will be replaced with the data of the template you are copying FROM. 





You will be prompted to make sure you actually want to copy the file before the process completes.








Removing Spots from Templates:


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Remove Spots from Templates





WARNING:  This utility removes all Spot items (those starting with 'S') from the selected satellite template.  The material remaining will be local break entries, music, liners, and time entries.  Removed Spot items cannot be retrieved.  It can be used as an alternative to manually deleting spot material, if the playback schedule changes dramatically week-to-week but the local break times stay the same.





There are two elements in a template, the entry of the time for each local break and the actual programming material.  Generally, the times that have been set-up for each local break will remain constant for months or even years.  On the other hand, the spot schedules that have been programmed will change from week to week.





This feature allows you to eliminate all material in the template except for each of the ****LOCAL BREAK*** entries.  ALL of the spots, music, and liners that are entered in the template will be erased.  





The usefulness of this option is that the user can start with a "clean slate" for entering new programming material, while having retained all of the ***LOCAL BREAK*** entries.   





Some will want to take advantage of this feature, while others will wish to retain the existing spots from week-to-week, using the cut and insert option inside the Template Programmer to replace outdated entries.


  


To erase ALL spots from the template, simply click on the daily template targeted for template removal, and then Done.








Erase Custom Template: 


Satellite Playback > Work with Templates > Erase Custom Template


 


When a template becomes outdated, you will want to erase it to make room for a new template.  The format for erasing is the same as for running or selecting a template to edit.  Simply type-in the number that corresponds with the template you wish to dispose of.  You will be asked if you are sure you wish to delete the template to confirm your decision.





Initiating Simple-Sat Playback:





Satellite Playback > Run Template





Select the desired template by double-clicking or pressing done when the appropriate template has been highlighted.  After the template is selected, the DOS Simple-Sat playback module will load.  





For a complete discussion of DOS playback, please see the Auto-Mate Version 3 Operations Manual.





Note:  You must have purchased the Auto-Mate Simple-Sat to utilize this option. 





The Auto-Mate Version 4 For Windows Operations Manual
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